newsletter e

|.

' =
ho/s 7

Mayor Martin J. Chavez

| A Quarterly Newsletter'"¢ Open Space Divisioti? "¢ Open Space Alliance

Volume 9, Issue 1, January 2008- March 2008 |

A MESSAGE FROM THE OPEN SPACE ALLIANCE

As | look bak on 2007it's been oneaftastic
year TheAlliance contines to be a dedtea
advocae for Albuqueque open spacand thee
have been manaccomplishments thughout the
year These successes dtributable to the
strong suppdrtha was ahieved fom Open
Spac@&lliance (OSA) memlmetrail watch
voluntees, and theAlbuqueque Open Space
Division. One highlight rm 2007 was to see
the Open Space Visitor Center become a viable

and superb citytteaction. The facility contines to displa
the dversity of open space landsAtbuqueque and
introduce the pulr to a wide ariety oflandscpes and
recedional oppotunities

A perfect éample ofthis shawcase as the psentdon gven
by Dr. Lary Crumpler on thé\Vest Mesaolcanoes in Ma
This event vas sponsed ty OSA and pvided an in-deth
look & the pominent landsge on theMest MesaThen,in
Setember thé/isitor Center hosted the seconduahrat
exhibit and saléOpen SpacéA View with Rrom”. The
2007 arshav fedured paintings éim 17 diferent atists
whose wrk catured the ariety ofopen space in
Albuqueque The &hibit was on displafor three months
and during thatime thee were seeral atist demonsttions
and kaured actiities sud as the wildl presention by
naure photgragher &ry Goffe. The at exhibit and sale
was a major fundaising actity for the Open Spadsliance

Another highlight 02007 vas the eénovaion of the outdoor
amphitheter d the Elena Galgps open spaceea. The
project vas funded &m a steardship gant gven to OSA
from Recedional Equipmentinc. (REI). The design and
pre-constuction lgout was povided ly the Open Space
Division. Improvements incaded e-gawling the
amphitheter floor aea,constuction of 21 nev wood Hodk
bendes ande-confguring them within the thiea aea,some
trail repair leading to the amphitbkeraand planting rive
veeetaion aound the immedia aea. The poject vas
completed as paof the NdionalTrails Dy event tha was
held & the Elena Galtps open spaceea in edy line Tha
event dew aout 130 people toork on maintaining ails and
other actiities in thedothills open space

About 16 wluntees helped with the amphitiea
project and the enasult vas a mach impoved
outdoor fcility thais useddr eductional pograms
and pesentions & Elena Gallgos

OSA vas also a pud sponsor ofeseral other

anrual eents held in 2007 Naional Rver Clean-

up took place in Ma It was a wll dtended eent

with mary people elunteeringdr a dg to help

clean trash out of the Rio Grande and to maintain
the Bosque The Dia del Riowent was held in Octobethis year
the actiities and consestion projects took place the Open
Space/isitor Center Among the pojects completedas the
development oftwo Bosque int@retdive trails just southeast of
the Visitor Center This iepresents a bigrét-ste in linking a

series of hiking trails in the Bosque that can be accessed from the
Visitor Center

Ther ae may dallengs br OSA in 2008.Completing the
stavardship actiities & Elena Gallgos with the emaining REI
grant funding is a top priorityPlans & in place and with
coopettion from the city Open Spacevidion the wrk should be
completed in the springSA will plg a lage ole in gtting a gift
shop openedtdhe Open Spacdéisitor Center The gal is to hee
an opeating shop befre summer Equaly impotant,the Alliance
will work towards sponsoring meractiities and msentdons &
the Visitor Center thisear to engge moe people tathe facility
Planning dr the 3d anmial Art Exhibit and Sajevhich will open
in Sptemberis sléed to @t stated edy in the gar Ther is
tremendous intest fom local dists to paicipae in the 2008
exhibit. OSA will gain co-sponsor the major Open Spacgsion
anrual eents like Naional Rver Clean-up and Manal Trails Dg,
and will contine to fund and pwide suppdrfor the Quatery
Open Space Nesletter All of these acdtities deend on
voluntees. To help with ay of these adtities contact the OSA
Boad of Directos or visitwww.openspaceallianceorg for more
information.

Let us lookdrward to the ballengs of 2008 and &d ourseles to
the etraodinar qualities Open Space landsha ofer.

Steven Hamp
President, Open Space Alliance
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HONORING OUR FRIENDS AND SPONSORS
Notable Contributions to the Open S pace Program in 2007

The Open Space Division would like to take this opportunity to thank our friends and sponsors who made 2007 such a
success! We couldn’t have done it without you! Thanks go out to:

(.. )

REI-Recreational Equipment Incorporated Thanks to the following groups for their support in

For generous support
with National Trails
Day, National River
Cleanup Day, Dia del
Rio, and for providing a
$10,000 grant for
improvements at the

our East Mountains properties:

San Pedro Creek Est ates Homeowner 's
Association
The Trail Partners

Double Shelter Amphitheater at the Elena ( A
Open Space Thanks also to:
The Open Space Alliance ) ) _
Sportz Out d Kirtland Air Force Base Out door Recreation

portz Lut door Team and Halloman Air Force Base Out door
Sport Systems Recreation (For providing rafts and guides for
Frito Lay National River Cleanup Day)
Great Harvest Bakery N J
Whole Foods Market
Sunflower Market 4 N

Stoneage Climbing Gym

Theobroma Chocolatier

The Way

Friends of the Sandia Mount ains (for their

generous donations supporting National
Trails Day in both 2006 and 2007)
Albuquerque Rot ary Club (for their support
on the National River Clean Up, and for
donating picnic tables to the new Rio del
Norte Picnic Area)

Wolfe’ s Baking Comp any
Satellite Coffee

" The Four Hills Homeowner

A special thanks goes out to our adoption groups,
including:

's Association

" Terry Ballone

Nicodemus W ilderness Project
St Joseph on the Rio Grande

" WOMBATS

First Unit arian Church Earth W eb Group
Las Placit as Association
Bosque School

Sophia’ s Place Café PNM
La Montanita Coop BOMB
Wal-Mart on San Mateo FOOMTB
Bill White
1 FBOMB

Emily Sandall Family
Diane Goodman

Homebuilders Association of Central New
Mexico

" Albuquerque Academy

Girl Scout T roop s 238 and 1265
Margaret Chavez (mother of Mark Chavez, tree
sculptor)
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The Governance of a Season

Joshua Willis

The success of an omnivore is measured in oneness with the present. Serenityopr
duced by soft and deliberate footsteps reveals abundance within our chosen resting
places. D live adroit and unencumbered is our desired path on earthen soil and
above it. That path will lead us south soon. Days pass. The aperture of warmth and
light has come and gone in our summer home, so too have the many blessings of
abundance gown scarce. W listen to and feel the season’s messages, for our bodies
are shaped by them. Eons of ancestral migration have cared our wings, our patterns,
and presence into the banks and slopes of this riverembedded in clay and sand lay

our deliberate footprints. Tethered golden leaves sigh, a chill whispers aoss the glassy
surface of the river Our direction is clearly marked by gravity's tow. It is time to

go...

Photo by Bill Pentler

Cool weather has crept into our socks chilling our toes and inspiring warm drink and flannel sheets once again. The onset
of golden yellows, rusty reds, earthen browns and contrasting blues and grays ignite transition in our lives as the season
moves into winter. Suddenly you hear it. It bubbles up from somewhere.... you look around; the sound is at times clear
at times muffled. It finally occurs to you to look upward into the vivid blue of the sk y. There in perfect formation is a
squadron of birds soaring high above. Their general direction is south. They too have been touched by the chill of the
cool month and are in search of a hardy supply of food. They have come back to accompany us for the winter months.

At least that is how we feel here at the Open Space Vsitor Center (OSVC). In preparation for the return of the Sandhill
crane we have gown many acres of sorghum and other wildlife crops for our omnivor ous friends.

The Rio Grande \alley has been and continues to be the ancestral winter home of the Sandhill crang€Grus Canadensis)
and Whooping crane (Grus Americana) A Miocene crane fossil, thought to be roughly ten million years old, was found in
the Midwestern United States. The fossil is the spitting image of our modern Sandhill crane and denotes the crane as the
oldest known bird species. Cranes have followed their ancestral flyways for all these years and, likthe Midwest, the
Southwest has its ancient flyways. The Rio Grande, not known for its deep waters or wide channel, is known for the
distance it travels in order to finally reach the ocean. Gaining most of its grandness at the Southern border between New
Mexico, Texas and Mexico, the river serves as a guide way and safety corridor for our friends in the Grusfamily.

These cranes have established important rest stops and winter homes within the Rio Grandealley. However, their habitat
is susceptible to change. Oxbows, riparian areas and savannas within the valley are swallowed up by development and
many other disturbances. These traditional safe havens for the birds are replaced by haestable cop land and parking
lots. It only mak es sense to offer these ancient travelers an alternative for safety and securityPlaces such as the Bosque
del Apache, Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge, Candelaria Rrm, Los Pblanos Helds, and the Open Space \&itor Center
are identified places of refuge for such birds. Each sanctuggrows a percentage or wildlife crop which these birds feed on
throughout the winter.

This morning | witnessed fom the window of my office the familiar slow descent of three Sandhills in our sorghum
fields....the first of many guests to come. These animals are charming to watch as they posture and dance asserting their
dominance or simply play in courtship. They keep close tabs at an onlooler’s distance: people, coyotes, foxes, and cats all
fall within a “danger ous” category for the crane. Humans may come no closer than 40-50 feet. So if you would like to
view these animals it is wise to bring binoculars. Here at the OSVC we welcome those who desire to see these birds in
mass. Alditionally, because the OSVC is located in Albuguerque, we offer great viewing opportunities of these birds for
local folks who don't want to travel ver vy far.

The Open Space Division invites all interested parties to come and enjoy the return of the cranes with us here at the igitor
Center We offer many experiences including an art galley, a collection of permanent and temporary exhibits, Bosque walks,
volunteer opportunities and of course wildlife viewing. The VC is located east of Coors Road between Montafio and Paseo del Norte
on Bosque Meadows Poad. Visit us on the web www .cabg.gov/openspaceor call 897-8831 for more details. Come be our guests.
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OPEN SPACE PARKS
YEAR END REPORT

by Jim Marmon, Open Space Specialisgnd

Jim Satler, RMVS Piogram Manager

2007 was a busy year at Boca Negra Canyon and
the Elena Gallegos Rcnic Area/Albert G. Simms
Park. In general, attendance has been up over
the last 10 years, especially during holiday week-
ends and special events like the Balloon Fiesta.
Even our attendance during the winter months is
increasing steadily. In fact, in terms of visitors
2006 and 2007 were the busiest years since 1997!

Open Space Park Stats: In 2007 we had about
143,000 visitors at the Elena and about 62,000 at
Boca Negra. It is important to note, especially for
the Elena, that these numbers only reflect visitors
who enter in a vehicle, and in the case of the
Elena, do not include visitors who walk in, ride a
horse, or bicycle in.

Boca Negra Canyon: Attendance in 2007, espe-
cially during the two weekends of the Balloon
Fiesta, exceeded all expectations. During the
Fiesta Boca Negra Canyon, part of the Petroglyph
National Monument, continued to be a popular
destination for residents and out of town visitors
alike. Even with shuttle buses and ample over-
flow parking, some visitors had to return later in
the day in order to visit. However , we took
advantage of this increased traffic to educate
guests about other areas within the P etroglyph
National Monument that they could visit such as
Rinconada Canyon and Redras Marcadas Canyon.

Staff Update : In terms of staff, we are currently
operating with just three full time P ark Atten-
dants. Richard Chavez, Paul Sedillo and Chani
Washington are doing an excellent job of greeting
visitors, keeping the P arks clean, and interpreting
the natural and cultural treasures of these Open
Space lands. \sitors to our P arks can expect to
see new faces in 2008 as we hire new Park Atten-
dants and finally get up to a full staff.

In other news, Charlie Pfuntner retired as a P ark
Attendant this year . Charlie worked with Open
Space for over 6 years. Congratulations Charlie
and we hope to still see your face around Open
Space as a visitor! Thanks again for all your hard
work!

A Final Note : Don’t forget that the winter

months are a wonderful time to get out and enjoy
Major Public Open Space lands. The Elena
Gallegos Henic Area/Albert G. Simms Park is the
gateway to year round hiking in the high desert
wonderland of the foothills of the Sandia Moun-
tains. Boca Negra Canyon offers a great way
explore the ancient petroglyphs found along the
volcanic escarpment visible as the western skyline
of our city .

On behalf of the Open Space Parks staff, we thank
you for your support and we look forward to
seeing you in 2008!

The Nicodemus Wilderness
Project Contributes to Make a
Dif ference Day

The Open Space Wsion would like to thank
the NicoderasWildemess Riject br their
help in making thisears Make a Dieence
Daysut a success!

The NicoderasWildemess Riject is a hon-
profit whose mission isTo protect wildlié

and our emronment and to dild futue
consevaion leades by engging yuth in
environmental steardship pojects wrld-
wide” They ae the adoptsrof the Piedn

Lisa Open Space and help the Open Space
Division oganiz d least thee diferent

ewents edt year

Please seeww.wildernesspoject.org for
more inormaion.




OPEN SPACE EVENTS/ACTIVITIES )

JANUARY, FEBRUAR 2008

January 12 — February 6: ELCAMINO READE TIERRADENTRO at the Open Space isitor Center

“El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro” (or “The R oyal Road to the Interior Lands”) is an exhibition of 50
stunning black and white panoramic photographs by award-winning Mexican photographer Eniac Martinez,
enhanced by an integral soundscape of songs and stories produced by historian and radio producer Jack
Loeffler. Martinez retraced the 1,500-mile route of the Spanish colonial Camino R eal from Zacatecas to its
northern terminus in Taos, New Mexico. His evocative photographs of people and the landscapes in which
they live tell a story of daily life and folk traditions.

This exhibition is brought to the Open Space V isitor Center by the Albuquerque Mexican Consulate.

There will also be a series of presentations at the Open Space V isitor Center in support of the exhibit
during the month of January . Please call 897-8831 for more information

1/12, 1pm : Enriqgue Lamadrid: “Camino Real Travelers and Pilgrims”
1/24, 10am: Enrique Lamadrid: “Locating and Traveling the Camino Real,” a presentation for students of all ages.
1/25, 7pm: Jerry Gurulé: “El Camino Real: Then and Now”

Jack Loeffler is a renowned aural historian and musicologist who has traveled the Camino R eal de Tierra Adentro
recording people and their music. Enrique Lamadrid is a cultural historian and professor of Spanish at UNM, where he
also directs the Chicano Hispano Mexicano Studies RFogram. Jerry Gurulé worked with the National P ark Service
Spanish Colonial Research Center which did the basic research of the Camino Real.

Please seewww.cabq.gov/openspace for a regularly updated calendar of events

*The Camino Real exhibition continues at the Camino R eal International Heritage Center , New Mexico State Monument in
Socorro, NM February 9 — February 21. For more information visit www.caminorealheritage.org or call 575.854.3600
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City Gains 78Acres of Open Space : Crime Prevention Tips

OnWednesday December 5th, 200@ts Land - and Issues that Open

Commissioner Patylons andilbuquerque Mayor Marting i i
Chavez agreed to add 78 acres to the €@pen Space - Space IS halng (from

system through a land trust swap. In order to complete @i Open Space Qicer
the land exchange, the state Lanfi€@fwill obtain city- : Pgint of VieW)
owned lands of equal value in San Jumrance and/or :

Bernalillo counties. I would like to emind citizns vno visit our Open

The newest addition to thest Mesa Open  { Space Lands to notVeaaludles in pur paked cas
Space System is located within ¥acano Heights - tha ame visitte to hurglars. On occasion a/get
Master Plan area. Itis adjacent to the Petroglyph Naz paiking lot \ehide burglary “smash andrgbs” from
tional Monument and southwest of thibuquerque " thieves which lasts ol seconds and dies them to

Public Schools education complekhe complex cur . i Tale llet ith wh
rently includes/olcanoVista High School and sports - get avay. Take your vallet or puse with gu wen

facilities. There are plans to build middle and elementary°! hile or lewe your ireplaceble items shome

schools at the complex as well. _
Pleased yours pets on a leasbhe of the bigyest

City Councilor Michael Cadigan has been closélycomp|aints @ et from the pubc visiting Open

involved in helping to protect land around the Petrogly@hgpace is animald a@f leashThere ae mary reasons
and stated that he is very pleased with the exchange. - for this and it is to ptect pu, your animaland the

The new Open Space property will serve to = Mary forms_ of wildlife on these pseves There
connect the Boca Negéaroyo with other recreational - have been instancesi@n an unleashed animal has

trails and parks in the area. It will also provide &dwuf =~ caused an accident with citizens on bicycles or roller
between residential and commercial development and thdlades Remember it is the lav and we will issue
Petroglyph National Monument. citations for this violation.

Additionally, preserving this land as Open Space
serves to protect five archaeological sites located on the
property including what is know as the “Folsom-period
Paleo-Indian site.”

I would like to ecommend thavisitors cary cell
phones and lva the Open Space diggranumber

. programmed into itin case something needs to be
= reported @52-5206Non Emegengy, or 911Emer

- geng calls onyl).

You can also be intetiigce gtherers for officers

- when a crime is committed or help is neeéfed.
exampleif ther is aife on an Open Spacearpu
= may spot it frst. Seconds courgspeciallwhen

. getting esouces to put aire out.

Thank ypu, be sat, and enjg your Open Space lands!

Brandon Rail

Master Brol Officer,
Albugquegue Plice Dgartment,
Open Space Unit.




OPEN SPACEKRALLIANCE NEWS I

Get involved in the Open Space Alliance today and contribute
to the future of YOUR Open Space!

Your generous contribution to the Open Space Alliance supports OSA’s mission of enhancing our quality of life through:
heightening public awareness of Open Space lands; building and strengthening partnerships with groups who

share Open Space values; promoting conservation, acquisition, and stewardship of Open Space lands; strengthening
volunteerism and community outreach programs, and providing financial support.

For information about our current activities, contact Steve Hamp, OSA Board President, at shamp7@comcast.net,
or 247-2523.

To join , please fill out the information and return the form with your check or money order.

NAME: DaTE:

ADDRESS:

City: STATE; Zip CoDE:

Home PHONE: E-malIL:

() NEW MEMBER () $15 STUDENT (18 & UNDER) / SENIOR () $250 SusTAINING

() RENEWAL () $20 InpiviDUAL () $500 CorrPORATE
() $30 FamiLy () $1000 LiFe MEMBER

Make cHEcks PAYABLE TO: Open Space Alliance, P .O. Box 91265, Albuquerque, NM 87199



OPEN SPACEBRNEWS

66T.8 INN &nhanbnq|y

G9¢T6 X0d Od
dauellly 9a9eds uadp

Open Spacé&lews

is a quarterly publication of the
City of Albuquerque, Parks & Recreation Department, Open Space Division
P.O. Box 1293, Albuquerque, NM 87103
Phone: (505) 452-5200 (voice/relay) 1FAX: 873-6628
www.cabg.gov/openspace
and funded by the OpEN Space ALLIANCE

AN ‘enbianbnq)y
/6Z# NWlad

aivd
abeisod 's'n

‘610 "Joid-UON

STAFF & NEWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTORS

Mayor Martin J. Chavez

Director
Parks & Recreation Dep artment
Jay Hart
Deputy Director
Parks and Recreation Dep artment
Jay Evans
Superintendent
Matthew Schmader, Ph.D.
Assist ant Superintendent
Tony Barron
Resource Management & V isitor
Services Program Manager
Jim F. Sattler
Operations & Maintenance
Manager
Chris Archuleta
Associate Planners
James Lewis
Kent Swanson (Editor and Layout)
Park Specialist
James Marmon
Environment al Education
Coordinator
Bill Pentler
Manager, Open Space Visitor
Center
Jodi Hedderig
Open Space
Visitor Center Coordinator
Joshua Willis

*k%k

President
Open Space Alliance
Steven Hamp

HOURS OF OPERATION

OPEN SPACE ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICES
3615 Los Picaros Rd. SE
7:00 am to 5:00 pm
Monday through Friday
(505)452-5200

ELENA GALLEGOS PICNIC AREA
Winter:7:00 am to 7:00 pm
Summer: 7:00 am to 9:00 pm
all week
$1.00 weekdays / $2.00 weekends
(505)857-8334

PeETROGLYPH NATIONAL MONUMENT
BOCA NEGRA CANYON
8:00 am to 5:00 pm, all week
$1.00 weekdays / $2.00 weekends
(505)897-8814

OPEN SPACE VISITOR CENTER
6500 Coors Blvd. NW
(505)897-8831
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Tuesday - Saturday

TO REPORT VIOLATIONS
8:00 am to 6:00 pm, all week
(505) 452-5206 (voice/relay)
OR
242-COPS




